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I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2024 (SECOND) Regular Session
LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL

Speaker Antonio R. Unpingco Legislative Session Hall
March 5, 2024

NOTE SPEAKER TERLAJE PRESIDES

SPEAKER TERLAJE: I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN IS CALLED TO ORDER MAJORITY LEADER
SENATOR SHELTON YOU ARE RECOGNIZED.

SENATOR SHELTON: TEST TEST SI YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER 1 MOVE TO ADOPT TODAY'S LEGISLATIVE
SESSION AGENDA DATED MARCH 5, 2024.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: A MOTION WAS MADE TO ADOPT TODAY'S LEGISLATIVE SESSION AGENDA IS THERE ANY
OBJECTION SEEING NO OBJECTION MOTION CARRIES MAJORITY LEADER YOU ARE RECOGNIZED.

SENATOR SHELTON: ST YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER 1 MOVE TO DELAY LEGISLATIVE SESSION AGENDA ITEM
TWO.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: ON THE MOTION TO DELAY AGENDA ITEM TWO IS THERE ANY OBJECTION NO OBJECTION
THAT'S THE PRAYER ANY OBJECTION SEEING NO OBJECTION MOTION CARRIES MAJORITY LEADER SENATOR
SHELTON YOU ARE RECOGNIZED.

SENATOR SHELTON: S YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER I MOVE TO WAIVE LEGISLATIVE SESSION AGENDA ITEM
THREE RECOGNITION OF A RECIPIENT OF I MILAYAN MAS TAKHILO NA SAKRAFISU.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: ON THAT MOTION TO WAIVE LEGISLATIVE SESSION AGENDA ITEM THREE IS THERE ANY
OBJECTION SAY NO OBJECTION MOTION CARRIES MAJORITY LEADER SENATOR SHELTON YOU ARE RECOGNIZED.

SENATOR SHELTON: SI YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER I MOVE TO DELAY LEGISLATIVE SESSION AGENDA ITEMS
FOUR THROUGH SIX THE RECITING OF THE IN/FRESI THE SINGING OF THE GUAM HYMN AND THE SINGING OF THE
NATIONAL ANTHEM.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: ON THAT MOTION TO DELAY THOSE ITEMS IS THERE ANY OBJECTION SEEING NO OBJECTION
MOTION CARRIES MAJORITY LEADER YOU ARE RECOGNIZED.

SENATOR SHELTON: S/ YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER I MOVE TO WAVE LEGISLATIVE SESSION AGENDA ITEMS
8 THROUGH 13 CALL FOR APPROVAL OF THE LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL COMMUNICATION AND PETITION MESSAGES
FROM I MAGA'HAGAN GUAHAN REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES AND
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: SI YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM MAJORITY LEADER WE'RE GOING BEFORE WE GET THERE WE'RE
GOING TO ASK THE CLERK TO TAKE ROLL.

CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE: SENATOR BARNETT SENATOR BLAS SENATOR BROWN SENATOR DUENAS
SENATOR FISHER SENATOR LUJAN VICE SPEAKER MUNA BARNES SENATOR PARKINSON SENATOR PEREZ
SENATOR QUINATA SENATOR SAN AGUSTIN SENATOR SAN NICOLAS SENATOR SHELTON SENATOR TAITAGUE
SPEAKER TERLAJE MADAM SPEAKER THERE IS A QUORUM.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: SI YU'OS MA'ASE’' CLERK AND ON THAT MOTION BY THE MAJORITY LEADER TO TO WAIVE
ITEMS 8 THROUGH 13 IS THERE ANY OBJECTION NO SEEING NO OBJECTION MOTION CARRIES.

SENATOR SHELTON: MADAM SPEAKER I MOVE TO EXCUSE MEMBERS NOT PRESENT FOR TODAY'S SESSION.
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SPEAKER TERLAJE: ON THAT MOTION IS THERE ANY OBJECTION NO SEEING NO OBJECTION MOTION CARRIES
MAIJORITY LEADER YOU'RE RECOGNIZED.

SENATOR SHELTON: S/ YU'OS MA'ASE'MADAM SPEAKER I MOVE TO WAIVE LEGISLATIVE SESSION AGENDA ITEMS
15 THROUGH 19 LEGISLATIVE CONCURRENCE CONSENT CALENDAR SECOND READING FILE CONSIDERATION OF
THE DAILY FILE AND BRIEF EXTENSION OF REMARKS.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: ON THAT MOTION IS THERE ANY OBJECTION NO SEEING NO OBJECTION MOTION CARRIES
BELIEVE WE’RE STILL ON MOTIONS PLEASE PROCEED.

SENATOR SHELTON: S/ YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER I MOVE TO RESOLVE INTO THE COMMITTEE OF THE
WHOLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING THE STATE OF THE ISLAND ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE LOURDES A.
LEON GUERRERO FROM I MAGA'HAGAN GUAHAN AND THAT IT BE CONDUCTED IN ITS FORMAL MANNER.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: AMOTION WAS MADE TO RESOLVE INTO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR THE PURPOSE
OF RECEIVING THE STATE OF THE ISLAND ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE LOURDES A. LEON GUERERO [/
MAGA'HAGAN GUAHAN ARE THERE ANY OBJECTIONS HEARING AND SEEING NO OBJECTION MOTION CARRIES WE
WILL STAND IN RECESS AND WE WILL BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 6:30 SI YU'OS MA'ASE'.

RECESS

I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2024 (SECOND) Regular Session
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Speaker Antonio R. Unpingco Legislative Session Hall
Month DD, 2024

NOTE SPEAKER TERLAJE PRESIDES OVER THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

SARGENT AND ARMS: MADAM SPEAKER THE HONORABLE LOURDES A LEON GUERRERO MAGA'HAGAN GUAHAN
GOVERNOR GUAM ATTORNEY JEFFREY A COOK FINE'NENA NA ASAGUAN MAGA'HAGAN GUAHAN FIRST GENTLEMAN
OF GUAM.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 1S
CALLED TO ORDER ON BEHALF OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE 37TH GUAM LEGISLATURE I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME
THE GOVERNOR OUR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FIRST GENTLEMAN OUR CHIEF JUSTICE AND ALL THE MEMBERS
OF THE JUDICIARY OUR ATTORNEY GENERAL THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE MAYORS COUNCIL AND ALL OF THE
MAYORS FORMER GOVERNORS FORMER SPEAK SPEAKERS MEMBERS OF THE CONSULAR CORP FORMER
SENATORS OUR OUR OUR CHAPLAIN AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE DI DIOCESE OF HAGATNA OUR MILITARY
AND OTHER DIGNITARIES AND ALL CABINET MEMBERS FAMILY AND FRIENDS THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE
TONIGHT PLEASE REMAIN STANDING AS WE WILL BEGIN WITH THE PRESENTATION OF COLORS BY THE GUAM
NATIONAL GUARD I CALL UPON KAMILLE TOPASNA MORRISON TO LEAD IN THE SINGING OF THE NATIONAL
ANTHEM AND THE GUAM HYMN.

KAMILLE TOPASNA MORRISON: O SAY CAN YOU SEE, BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT, WHAT SO PROUDLY WE
HAIL’D AT THE TWILIGHT’S LAST GLEAMING, WHOSE BROAD STRIPES AND BRIGHT STARS THROUGH THE
PERILOUS FIGHT O’ER THE RAMPARTS WE WATCH’D WERE SO GALLANTLY STREAMING AND THE ROCKET’S
RED GLARE, THE BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR, GAVE PROOF THROUGH THE NIGHT THAT OUR FLAG WAS STILL
THERE, O SAY DOES THAT STAR-SPANGLED BANNER YET WAVE O’ER THE LAND OF THE FREE AND THE HOME
OF THE BRAVE.

FANOHGE CHAMORRO PUT I TANO' TA KANTA I MATUNA-NA GI TODU I LUGAT PARA I ONRA, PARA I GLORIA ABIBA I
ISLA SINPARAT. PARA I ONRA, PARA I GLORIA ABIBA I ISLA SINPARAT. TODU I TIEMPO I PAS PARA HITA YAN GINEN I
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LANGET NA BENDISION KONTRA I PILIGRU NA'FANSAFO HAM YU'OS PRUTEHI I ISLAN GUAMKONTRA I PILIGRU
NA'FANSAFO HAM YU'OS PRUTEHI I ISLAN GUAM.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: FOR THE RECITATION OF THE INIFRESI WILL SENATOR BARNETT KINDLY LEAD US.

SENATOR BARNETT: INIFRESI GINEN I MAS TAKHELO' GI HINASSO-KU, I MAS TAKHALOM GI KURASON-HU, YAN I MAS
FIGO' NA NINA'SINA-HU, HU UFRESEN MAISA YU' PARA BAI HU PRUTEHI YAN HU DIFENDE I HINENGGE, I KOTTURA, I
LENGGUAHI, I AIRE, | HANOM, YAN I TANO' CHAMORU NI' IRENSIA-KU DIRECHO GINEN AS YU'OS TATA. ESTE HU AFITMA
GI HILO'I BIPBLIA YAN I BANDERA-HU, I BANDERAN GUAHAN.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: I CALL UPON REVEREND FATHER HONORIO RON PANGAN JR. TO DELIVER THE INVOCATION.

REV. FR. PANGAN JR.: LET US PUT OURSELVES IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF
THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ALMIGHTY FATHER YOU ARE THE SOURCE OF OUR BEING OUR BEING HERE
REMINDS US THAT YOU CALLED US TO BE ONE WITH YOU TO BE ONE IN SERVICE OF YOUR PEOPLE OF OUR ISLAND
AS OUR DEAR GOVERNOR DELIVERS THE STATE OF THE ISLAND ADDRESS WE HUMBLY INVOKE YOUR GUIDANCE
AND WISDOM BLESS HER TOGETHER WITH ALL OUR LEADERS WHO YOU ENTRUSTED THE CARE OF THE PEOPLE
MAY DISCERNMENT COMPASSION AND A STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE AND WITH SINCERE LOVE BE IN
THEIR HEARTS AS THEY CONTINUE TO RESPOND TO YOUR CALL OF SERVICE TO OUR PEOPLE MAY YOUR GRACE
ILLUMINATE THE PATH OF GOVERNANCE FOSTERING UNITY PROSPERITY AND THE WELL-BEING OF OUR
BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN OUR DEAR ISLAND OF GUAM WE CALL HOME WE ASK ALL OF THIS THROUGH YOUR
SON AND THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF OUR ISLAND PATRONESS SANTAN MARIAN KAMALEN AMEN IN THE
NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AMEN.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: PLEASE BE SEATED IT'S NOW MY HONOR TO INVITE THE HONORABLE LOURDES A. LEON
GUERRERO 7 MAGA'"HAGAN GUAHAN TO PRESENT THE STATE OF THE ISLAND ADDRESS.

THE HONORABLE LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO: SI YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER SI YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM
SPEAKER NI UN KUMBIDA YU' MAGI GI GUMA-MU BUENAS YAN HAFA ADAI TODUS HAMYU NI MANGAIGE GUINE GI
GUMA' LIHESLATURA YAN TODU LOKKUE' HAMYU NI MANE'EKUNGOK GUENAO HUYONG YAN MANE'EGGA' MALAGU -
YU BAI NA'I HAMYU DANGKOLO NA AGRADESIMENTE NI ENTRISAO MI-YU PARA EN FANMATTO GUINE HAFA BIDAN
MAME GUINE NA SAKKAN YAN HAFA TA'LO BAI ENCHEGUE GI MAMAILA SIHA NA SAKKAN BULA PARA TA CHOGUE PARA
TA NA LA METGOT I GUBETNAMETE YA PARA TA LA HATSA HULO I KUALIDAT I LINA'LA'TA PARA I FAMGUON-TA YAN I
FAMAGUON NIHA PA'GU LOKKUE' TA PEGA ESTE NA MES MATSO PARA TO ONRA YA TA REKOGNISIA I KUTTURA-TA [
LENGGUA-TA I HINENGE-TA I ESTORIA-TA YAN IRENSIAN-TA PUT MANCHAMORU PUES MAILA PA’GU YA BAI HU
TUTUHUN I KUENTO-HU LAO DESPENSA YU SA' BEI HU FINO' ENLIS LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR JOSH TENORIO MADAM
SPEAKER THERESE TERLAJE CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERT TORRES DELEGATE JIM MOYLAN MEMBERS OF THE
DIPLOMATIC CORP SENATORS OF THE 37TH GUAM LEGISLATURE PRESIDENT OF THE MAYORS COUNCIL EXCUSE
ME THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE MAYORS COUNCIL ROBERT HOFFMAN REAR ADMIRAL HUFFMAN MAYORS AND
VICE MAYORS FIRST GENTLEMEN JEFF COOK DISTINGUISHED GUESTS FAMILY FRIENDS AND MOST
IMPORTANTLY TO THE PEOPLE OF GUAM SIX YEARS AGO JOSH AND I ASKED YOU TO JOIN US IN A MOVEMENT
FOR CHANGE AND PREDICTABLY THE OLD VOICES OF DOUBT AND SKEPTICISM ROSE TO MEET US THEY SAID
THAT OUR GOALS WERE TOO AMBITIOUS THAT OUR PLANS WERE TOO OPTIMISTIC AND THAT OUR DEEPEST
HOPES FOR GUAM'S FUTURE WERE TOO FAR BEYOND OUR REACH THEY SAID OUR PLAN TO PAY WAR
REPARATIONS TO GUAM'S GREATEST GENERATION WOULD NEVER WORK AND YET OUR ADMINISTRATION
DELIVERED THEY CHALLENGED THE WAY WE PRIORITIZE FEDERAL FUNDS WITHIN MY DISCRETION NEVER
FULLY REALIZING THAT APPROXIMATELY $200 MILLION WENT TO HELP INDIVIDUALS SMALL BUSINESSES AND
THE PUBLIC AT LARGE AND WHEN I PROMISED THAT SHARED SACRIFICE AND HARD CHOICES WITH SEE GUAM
THROUGH A GLOBAL PANDEMIC THEY SAID OUR POLITICAL DEMISE WAS GUARANTEED BUT THOSE OF US WHO
BELIEVED IN GUAM PUSHED FORWARD AND WORKED ANYWAY AND WITH THANKS TO THE PEOPLE OF GUAM
THE LEON GUERRERO TENORIO ADMINISTRATION REMAIN STEADFAST ON YOUR BEHALF DESPITE A WORLD
STILL WOUNDED BY THE PANDEMIC A GLOBAL BATTLE WITH THE TYRANNY OF INFLATION AND OUR FIRST
MAJOR TYPHOON IN OVER 20 YEARS WE RECOVERED WITH AN ECONOMY THAT GROWS STRONGER EVERY DAY
WE DELIVERED FIVE CONSECUTIVE FISCAL YEARS OF GENERAL FUND SURPLUSES TAX REFUNDS ARE OUT IN AN
AVERAGE OF 3 WEEKS OUR RAINY DAY FUND ACCOUNT HAS REAL CASH IN IT UNEMPLOYMENT IS DOWN TO 4.1%
PRIVATE SECTOR WEEKLY WAGES ARE UP 11% NEARLY 2,000 PRIVATE SECTOR JOBS WERE CREATED IN THE LAST
YEAR ALONE AND MORE PEOPLE NOT LESS ARE PARTICIPATING IN THE JOB MARKET COMPARED TO A YEAR
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BEFORE WE KNOW THINGS ARE NOWHERE NEAR PERFECT WE STILL FACE CHALLENGES WE STILL CONTEND
WITH PROBLEMS THAT HAVE PLAGUED US FOR YEARS AND CHANGE NEVER HAPPENS AS QUICKLY AS SOME
THINK IT MAGICALLY SHOULD BUT TEACHERS NURSES LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS GOVERNMENT
ATTORNEYS AND HARDWORKING PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYEES ALL HAVE A LITTLE MORE IN THEIR POCKETS
BECAUSE WE MADE VALUING THEIR WORK A PRIORITY WE'VE MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR A SINGLE MOM BONE
TIRED AFTER WORK AND SCHOOL TO REST ASSURED THAT SHE CAN KEEP HER GOALS IN SIGHT KNOWING THAT
OUR CHILDCARE PROGRAM WILL KEEP HER KIDS IN A DAYCARE SHE CAN TRUST IN FACT TO DATE WE HAVE
INVESTED A HISTORIC $70 MILLION TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF CHILD CARE TO HELP CHILD CARE BUSINESSES
EXPAND AND TO INCREASE THE AVAILABILITY OF THAT CHILD CARE FOR MORE WORKING FAMILIES THROUGH
OUR INNOVATIVE PRUGRAMAN PINILAN WE NOT ONLY INVESTED IN A TRADITIONAL CHILD CARE WE EXPANDED
THAT INVESTMENT TO RELATIVE CARE PAYING QUALIFIED RELATIVES TO CARE FOR THE KIDS IN THEIR
FAMILIES MOREOVER WE'VE MADE WORKFORCE INVESTMENTS THAT ALLOW A YOUNG PERSON WHO DIDN'T
QUITE GET THE HANG OF WORLD HISTORY OR TRIGONOMETRY TO NOW BRING HOME A DECENT INCOME AS A
CERTIFIED HVAC TECHNICIAN BECAUSE OF OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE GUAM REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIP
PROGRAM THE GCA TRADES ACADEMY AND GCC WE'VE BUILT A PUBLIC SAFETY SYSTEM SO THAT A
GRANDFATHER EXPERIENCING CHEST PAINS LATE AT NIGHT CAN FINALLY CALL A STATE-OF-THE-ART 911
SYSTEM THAT SAVES LIVES AND FOR THE FIRST TIME WE'VE TRAINED NEARLY TWO DOZEN CERTIFIED
PARAMEDICS SO THAT WHEN YOU DO CALL 911 YOUR LOVED ONE CAN RECEIVE LIFE-SAVING CARE IN THE FIELD
SOMETHING I HAVE WANTED FOR GUAM SINCE I RETURNED HOME IN 1980 MADAM SPEAKER THANKS TO THE
UNRELENTING HEALTH OF OUR FAITH OF OUR PEOPLE THANKS TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN GUAM I AM PROUD
TO REPORT THAT THE STATE OF OUR ISLAND IS STRONG AND OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT WITHOUT QUESTION I
ADDRESS YOU TONIGHT AT A TIME OF GREAT OPPORTUNITY AND CHALLENGE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 22 YEARS
GUAM'S GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS ARE INVESTMENT GRADE THIS MEANS THAT IF WE STAY THE COURSE
OUR FUTURE INVESTMENTS IN SCHOOLS ROADS VITAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND YES A HOSPITAL WILL COST
TAXPAYERS LESS IT ALSO MEANS THAT THE WORLD'S BEST FINANCIAL MINDS PEOPLE WITH YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE AND BILLIONS OF DOLLARS ON THE LINE REVIEWED THE FACTS RECONCILED THE NUMBERS AND
THEY TO BELIEVE IN THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED UNDER OUR FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT TO MY FISCAL TEAM THE
MEN AND WOMEN WHO HELP ME KEEP A STEADY HAND ON THE SHIP OF STATE YOU HAVE BEEN MET ON THIS
FLOOR BY UNWARRANTED CRITICISM AND DISRESPECT UNBECOMING OF OUR ISLAND'S CULTURE YOU'VE BEEN
WRONGLY ACCUSED OF NOT BEING TRANSPARENT DESPITE THE GROWING NUMBER OF MANDATED FINANCIAL
REPORTS SENT TO THIS BODY MONTHLY BUT YOU KEPT THE FAITH YOU DID YOUR WORK AND WE ARE BETTER
FOR IT NOW WE KNOW A GOVERNMENT THAT DOES BETTER FINANCIALLY ONLY MEANS SOMETHING IF THE
PEOPLE WE SERVE CAN FIND MORE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FEEL SAFE IN THEIR HOMES AND LIVE SECURE
KNOWING THAT WE CAN CARE FOR THEM IN SICKNESS AND AGE THAT IS WHAT I WANT TO FOCUS ON WITH YOU
TONIGHT HOW WE CAN BY OUR MUTUAL EFFORT MAKE THIS ISLAND PARADISE A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE CAN
SUCCESSFULLY RAISE A FAMILY AND WE CAN ENSURE THAT THOSE WHO STRUGGLE ARE NEVER LEFT BEHIND I
KNOW THAT SOMETIMES GOVERNMENT CAN BE ADVERSARIAL AND THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES
BY WHICH WE OPERATE CAN MAKE US FEEL LIKE WE ARE GOVERNED MORE BY JUNGLE RULES THAN THE RULE
OF LAW LAST WEEK WAS ONE OF THOSE TIMES WITH NO WARNING TO THE IMPACTED AGENCIES VENDORS OR
TAXPAYERS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL PENDING GUIDANCE BY THE COURTS WITHDREW FROM HIS ORGANIC ACT
RESPONSIBILITY TO REPRESENT NEARLY TWO DOZEN GOVGUAM AGENCIES LEFT UNRESOLVED CRITICAL
DEPARTMENTS WILL LACK THE BASIC LEGAL GUIDANCE THEY NEED TO OPERATE NO LEGAL HELP FOR THE
HOME OF THE SHARKS STILL WAITING ON A CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT CONTRACT FOR A NEW SIMON
SANCHEZ HIGH SCHOOL NO LEGAL ADVICE ON ISSUANCE OF COMPLEX DEVELOPMENT PERMITS POTENTIALLY
NO CONTRACTS ISSUED FOR LIFE-SAVING EQUIPMENT DRUGS ADULT DAYCARE OR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
INTAKE SERVICES AND MILLIONS IN FEDERAL GRANTS POTENTIALLY LOST OR AT RISK SIMPLY BECAUSE GUAM'S
CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER OUR ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS CHOSEN TO ABANDON HIS ORGANIC ACT RESPONSIBILITY
THIS CANNOT BE WHAT LEGISLATORS OR THE ORGANIC ACT INTENDED THIS MUST BE RESOLVED QUICKLY IF
NOT IN THE COURTS THEN ON THIS FLOOR WE MUST ALL WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT ONE PUBLIC
OFFICIAL'S DECISION NOT TO DO HIS JOB DOES NOT KEEP THE REST OF US FROM DOING OURS PEOPLE WILL
SUFFER FROM YOUR ACTIONS MR. ATTORNEY GENERAL SENATORS I WANT YOU SENATORS I WANT YOU TO
KNOW THAT MY MY FIRST CALL AFTER RECEIVING THE AG'S LETTER LAST WEEK WAS TO SPEAKER TERLAJE WE
BOTH AGREED THAT THIS PARALYZING MOVE BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE WOULD BE DISASTROUS
TO OUR PEOPLE MADAM SPEAKER I AM COUNTING ON YOUR LEADERSHIP IN THIS BODY TO HELP US RESOLVE
THIS VERY SERIOUS ISSUE TO ENSURE THAT PROGRESS IN THE LIVES OF WORKING PEOPLE IN BUSINESS AND THE
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ECONOMY MOVES FORWARD DESPITE ANY AND ALL ATTEMPTS TO DESTABILIZE IT AS TOURISM HEALS AROUND
THE WORLD AND HERE AT HOME WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IN THE NEXT YEAR ALONE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
IS EXPECTED TO AWARD OVER §2 BILLION DOLLAR IN GUAM AS CONGRESS DELIBERATES THE APPROPRIATIONS
BILL BUT MANAGING THE LEVEL OF GROWTH TO THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE OF GUAM AND THE SECURITY OF
THE NATION DEMANDS COORDINATION AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL THANKS TO MY RECENT MEETING WITH
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DEPUTY SECRETARY KATHLEEN HICKS GUAM'S NEED FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
SUPPORT IN AND OUTSIDE THE FENCE HAS BEEN HEARD AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL TO THAT END UNDER
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY ERIK RAVEN HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE FIRST EVER CIVILIAN SENIOR DEFENSE
OFFICIAL FOR GUAM THIS GRANTS US STREAMLINED ACCESS TO ALL BRANCHES OF SERVICE ENSURING
COORDINATED EFFORTS AND INVOLVEMENT IN KEY DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO THE BUILDUP AND OTHER
FEDERAL ISSUES AS FEDERAL INVESTMENTS SURGE MORE THAN EVER THE COMPETITION FOR SKILLED
EMPLOYEES IS FIERCE AND OUR BEST EMPLOYEES ARE WILLING OUR BEST EMPLOYERS ARE WILLING TO TRAIN
ANYONE WITH A GOOD ATTITUDE AND A WILLINGNESS TO WORK HARD WE CAN SHOW YOU NEW LADDERS OUT
OF POVERTY AND INTO ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY BUT ONLY YOU CAN CLIMB THEM THANKS TO THE WORK OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR WE MORE THAN DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE GUAM
REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM IN 2023 AND EVEN MORE GROWTH IS EXPECTED IN THE YEARS TO COME
THE AGENCY ALSO LAUNCHED THE YEAR ROUND IN SCHOOL YOUTH PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS AND
SENIORS PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH PAID SUMMER INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE PRIVATE SECTOR
PRIOR TO THEIR SUMMER INTERNSHIPS STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN WORKSHOPS DURING SCHEDULE BREAKS TO
PREPARE THEM FOR WORK THIS PROGRAM HAS ALREADY SEEN A LOT OF SUCCESS AN AVERAGE OF 80 TO 100
STUDENTS PARTICIPATE PER SESSION AND SOME EMPLOYERS HAVE DIRECTLY HIRED THEIR FORMER INTERNS
AND WE HAVE GONE EVEN FURTHER UOG SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING THE MARGARET PEREZ HATTORI UCHIMA
SCHOOL OF HEALTH NURSING ANNEX AND THE WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE ARE
EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED IN 2025 ALLOWING US TO PRODUCE MORE HOMEGROWN ENGINEERS MORE NURSES
AND LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERTS TO FAN THE SPARK OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND STRENGTHEN THE
RESULTS OF SMALL BUSINESS STARTUPS WE STOOD BEHIND INCUBATOR PROGRAMS LIKE GUMA WHICH
EXPERIENCED A STANDOUT YEAR IN 2023 AND HELPED OVER 70 SMALL BUSINESSES BRING THEIR PRODUCTS TO
MARKET OUR ADMINISTRATION ALSO WORKED AGGRESSIVELY TO DELIVER RESULTS ON THE PROMISE OF
ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING AND DATA HUB MANAGEMENT ON GUAM RECENTLY DOD AGREED TO A
MULTIMILLION PARTNERSHIP FOCUSED ON ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING FOR SHIP AND SUBMARINE PARTS OUR
VISION IS BECOMING A REALITY FOR GUAM BRINGING MORE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR PEOPLE IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH NAVFAC AND THE COLORADO SCHOOL OF MINDS WE HAVE BEGUN A THREE-PHASE PROCESS
TO MEET OPERATIONAL GOALS AND BUILD THE SKILLS TO MAKE THIS INDUSTRY SUSTAIN STAINABLE HERE IN
OUR CORNER OF THE PACIFIC IN ANOTHER MAJOR LEAP FORWARD GOOGLE HAS PARTNERED WITH GUAM TO
LAY SUN SEA CABLES WHICH WILL STRENGTHEN OUR CONNECTION TO THE INTERNET AND MAKE US A VITAL
DATA NODE IN THIS REGION CONNECTING THE NORTHERN AND CENTRAL PACIFIC TO ASIA AND THE AND TO THE
UNITED STATES MAINLAND THIS INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY WILL OPEN UP PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR
OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES BUT NO ECONOMY CAN MOVE CONFIDENTLY INTO THE FUTURE IF OUR FAMILIES AND
BUSINESSES LACK RELIABLE POWER IN THEIR HOMES AND PLACES OF WORK AT PRESENT GUAM CAN GENERATE
ABOUT 272 MEGAWATTS OF ELECTRICITY ACCORDING TO GPA THIS IS ENOUGH TO MEET TODAY'S NEEDS
BECAUSE DEMAND IS LOWER EARLIER IN THE YEAR WHEN THINGS ARE COOLER BUT AS WE APPROACH SUMMER
AND DEMAND INCREASES WE WILL BE LEFT WITH JUST 12 MEGAWATTS OF ADDITIONAL GENERATION CAPACITY
RISKING LOAD SHEDDING WHEN WE CAN LEAST AFFORD IT TO ADDRESS THIS NEED BEFORE IT ARISES GPA
ISSUED EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL MEGAWATTS OF GENERATION CAPACITY IN TIME
FOR THE SUMMER WE ARE HERE IN LARGE PART BECAUSE AGAIN AND AGAIN LOSING BIDDERS PROTESTED
VITAL PROCUREMENTS OFTEN WITHOUT MERIT IN ORDER TO FORCE AUTOMATIC STAYS AND PROJECTS UNTIL
THEY WERE YEARS OUT OF DATE OR COULD NO LONGER BE ACCOMPLISHED I URGE THIS BODY TO STRONGLY
RECONSIDER THE AUTOMATIC AUTOMATIC STAY PROVISION IN OUR PROCUREMENT CODE ESPECIALLY FOR
PROJECTS ESSENTIAL TO OUR ECONOMY SAFETY AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROCUREMENTS SHOULD BE STAYED
ON THE BASIS OF LEGAL MERIT NOT SIMPLY BECAUSE SOMEONE LOST A BID AND SPECIFIC TIMELINES SHOULD
BE SET FOR THE RESOLUTION OF PROTESTS WE CANNOT HAVE A ONE-SIZE FITS ALL APPROACH TO THE
PROCUREMENT STAY PROCESS WHILE WE DO OUR PART TO MODERNIZE OUR POWER SYSTEM WE MUST ALSO
MODERNIZE CRITICAL TECHNOLOGY GOVERNMENT-WIDE FOR OVER 30 YEARS GOVERNORS OF BOTH PARTIES
HAVE STOOD BEFORE YOU PROMISING THE DEPLOYMENT OF A NEW FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
SYSTEM TONIGHT I CAN REPORT THAT WE HAVE DELIVERED A NEW FMIS AS WITH ANY MAJOR CHANGE WE ARE
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SURE TO ENCOUNTER SOME BUMPS IN THE ROAD AND OUR PERSONNEL WILL NEED CONTINUOUS TRAINING IN
ORDER TO REALIZE THE FULL BENEFITS OF THIS NEW SYSTEM IT WILL PROVIDE OUR TAXPAYERS WITH FASTER
PROCESSING OF FINANCIAL DATA INCREASE RELIABILITY AND INCREASE TRANSPARENCY MADAM SPEAKER
CLEARLY GUAM CAN ACCOMPLISH SO MUCH MORE WITH PARTNERSHIP AND COOPERATION LAST YEAR I STOOD
IN THIS CHAMBER ASKING YOU TO AUTHORIZE A LONG-TERM LEASE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW
HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COMPLEX AT EAGLES FIELD TO OPPOSE THAT EFFORT SOME MEMBERS OF THIS
CHAMBER RELIED ON THE FALSE CLAIM THAT EAGLES FIELD COULD OR WOULD BE RETURNED TO ITS ORIGINAL
LANDOWNERS EVEN WHEN FEDERAL LAW EXPLICITLY PREVENTED THAT OUTCOME ONE YEAR LATER EAGLES
FIELD REMAINS IN THE FEDERAL LAND INVENTORY FEDERAL LAW REMAINS UNCHANGED AND ORIGINAL
LANDOWNERS ARE STILL WAITING ON THAT PROMISE SHORTLY AFTER TIME LAPSE FOR THIS BODY TO
AUTHORIZE THE LEASE OF EAGLES FIELD I PROPOSED A SECOND SITE FOR A MEDICAL COMPLEX EDA AGAGA AND
WITHOUT MI MISSING A BEAT THE THE SAME CORERS OF OPPOSITION AND DIVIDE ONCE AGAIN SAID CHANGE
WAS UNNECESSARY OR THIS NEW SITE WOULDN'T WORK OUR HOSPITAL CHALLENGES MUST BE LOOKED AT IN
TWO WAYS THE ACTUAL FACILITY AND MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS SOME OF YOU HAVE SAID WE CANNOT
BUILD A NEW HOSPITAL UNTIL WE FIX THE CURRENT HOSPITAL BUILDING A NEW HOSPITAL IS FIXING THE
CURRENT HOSPITAL WE ARE WELL AWARE THAT GMH IS NEARING THE END OF ITS LIFESPAN NO MATTER HOW
MUCH MONEY WE POUR INTO IT AND WE MUST BUILD A NEW FACILITY THE DELAY OF COURSE IS IN THE
SELECTION OF THE SITE BILL 185 BARELY PASSED BY THIS BODY WOULD PUT A NEW HOSPITAL ON A SITE THAT
WILL NOT AND CANNOT MEET THE EXPANDED HEALTHCARE NEEDS OF OUR FUTURE AND IT WILL COME BACK
TO HAUNT US IT IS A SITE THAT SITS ON A SEISMIC FAULT LINE WHICH CREATES A FINANCIAL INVESTMENT RISK
ACKNOWLEDGED BY OUR BOND UNDERWRITERS AND WOULD GREATLY PROHIBIT AND RESTRICT ACCESS TO
THE CAPITAL MARKET LASTLY THIS BILL DENIES OUR PEOPLE ANY OTHER POTENTIAL SITE LOCATION BY
MANDATING THAT A HOSPITAL CAN ONLY BE BUILT IN TAMUNING RARELY IF EVER IN MY LIFETIME HAS A
LEGISLATURE PASSED A STATUTE SO RESTRICTIVE REGARDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF SUCH A VITAL FACILITY
SENATORS I CAN ASSURE YOU THIS DISAGREEMENT IS NOT ABOUT ME OR THAT IT HAS TO BE MY WAY OR NO
WAY IT IS ABOUT MY CONCLUSION AS GOVERNOR AFTER INPUT STUDY RESEARCH AND EXPLORATION OF OTHER
SITES THAT YPAO IS NOT THE RIGHT LOCATION WE ARE PLANNING IN THE INTEREST OF AN IMPROVED HEALTH
CARE SYSTEM FOR OUR PEOPLE FIVE 10 20 YEARS FROM NOW WITH ALL OF THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ECONOMIC
GROWTH THAT I JUST OUTLINED IT IS SIMPLY SHORT SITED AND UNREALISTIC TO BUILD A HOSPITAL IN A PLACE
WHERE THERE IS NO ROOM FOR THE FUTURE EXPANSION OF MEDICAL SERVICES OUR PEOPLE WILL SURELY NEED
MY STRONG CONVICTION AND MY SINCERE OPINION IS THAT WE NEED TO BUILD A HOSPITAL WITH FORWARD
THINKING LOCATED IN A SPACE THAT CAN HOUSE A MEDICAL CENTER AND AND CAN ACCOMMODATE THE
GROWTH THAT WILL HAPPEN AND IN FACT IS ALREADY HAPPENING ON OUR ISLAND IT IS LITERALLY OUR JOB
TO PLAN FOR GUAM'S FUTURE HEALTHCARE NEEDS AND YES TO MANAGE THE CURRENT ONES WITH REGARD TO
GMH'S CURRENT MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES WE ARE IN ACTIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH OFF
ISLAND EXPERTS TO ASSESS OPERATIONS INCLUDING THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM AND REVENUE CYCLE LILLIAN
RECOGNIZES THE NEED TO PARTNER WITH PRIVATE HEALTHCARE EXPERTS TO ADDRESS OUR HEALTHCARE
PERSONNEL SHORTAGES AND THE FINANCIAL STABILITY OF THE HOSPITAL WHILE GMH ISSUES ARE NOT UNIQUE
HEALTH CARE IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST HOSPITALS LAST YEAR I ANNOUNCED A MAJOR CHANGE TO OUR
HEALTH INSURANCE LANDSCAPE TO CONTAIN THE RISING COST OF HEALTH INSURANCE SAVE TAXPAYER
DOLLARS AND IMPROVE MEMBER OUTCOMES THE GOVERNMENT OF GUAM WOULD SELF-INSURE MEDICAL
DENTAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL COVERAGE IF YOU READ THE PAPER AFTER THAT ANNOUNCEMENT OR
LISTENED TO TALK RADIO YOU MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT THE SKY WAS FALLING OR EVEN IMAGINE THE END OF
DAYS BUT HERE WE WE ARE THE SKY IS INTACT THE GOVERNMENT IS COMPLETELY SELF-INSURED WE ARE
CONTAINING THE COST OF PREMIUMS DOCTORS DOCTORS ARE STILL SEEING PATIENTS AND THEY ARE BEING
PAID TO PROVIDE CARE AND PHARMACIST ARE DISPENSING MEDICATION AND MAKING A LIVING PROVING ONCE
AGAIN THAT BETTING AGAINST GUAM AND OUR PEOPLE IS A RISKY PROPOSITION WE'VE MADE HEALTHCARE
PROGRESS IN OTHER WAYS AS WELL TO ADDRESS OUR ISLAND'S MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS GUAM BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTERS INNOVATIVE POLICIES HAVE LED TO PARTNERSHIPS WITH KEY
STAKEHOLDERS LIKE THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO AND WICHE TO ESTABLISH A PSYCHIATRIC MEDICAL
RESIDENCY PROGRAM AND A CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY INTERNSHIP PROGRAM WITH THE END GOAL OF BEING
ABLE TO HIRE MORE PSYCHIATRISTS AND PSYCHOLOGISTS IF YOU HAVE A CHILD WITH AUTISM BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH IS PARTNERING WITH COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE-BASED PARENT TRAINING
AND APPLIED BEHAVIORAL ANALYSIS SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS WITH
CHILD CARE DEVELOPMENT FUNDS WE ARE EXPANDING OUR ABILITY TO PROVIDE THESE VALUABLE SOURCES
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A GOAL STANDARD OF CARE FOR THE AUTISM COMMUNITY NOW WE CAN HELP KEEP FAMILIES HERE INSTEAD
OF INSTEAD OF FORCING THEM OFF ISLAND AS WE THINK BOLDLY AND MOVE AGGRESSIVELY TO EXPAND
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND TRANSFORM HEALTHCARE ON GUAM WE KNOW THAT REAL AND HONEST
CHANGE MUST ALSO TAKE HOLD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION EDUCATION IS THE LIFELINE TO OUR
FUTURE SUCCESS AND AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN COLLEGE DEGREE SHOULD BELONG TO EVERYONE
WILLING TO WORK FOR IT BUT NOT EVERYONE WHO GOES TO SCHOOL WANTS A UNIVERSITY EDUCATION THIS
IS WHY I AM CALLING ON DR SWANSON AND THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO TRANSFORM OUR K TO 12
EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM TO ALLOW FOR MORE IN SCHOOL SKILL-BASED TRAINING THAT ALLOWS WILLING
STUDENTS TO START ON A CAREER UPON GRADUATION CAREER CONNECTED LEARNING MUCH LIKE THE WORK
WE ARE ALREADY DOING WITH GCC AND GCA IS ABOUT EVERY STUDENT HAVING ACCESS TO HANDS-ON
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THAT LEAD TO A FUTURE CAREER THEY CHOOSE FOR THEMSELVES IN SHORT THE
CLASSES WE GREW UP WITH WOODWORKING AUTOMOTIVE HOSPITALITY AND MORE RETURN TO BECOME THE
FOUNDATION OF SKILLS SO MANY NEED TO BUILD A CAREER WHILE WE SEEK CHANGE IN THE WAY WE TEACH
WE KNOW THAT WE MUST DRAMATICALLY IMPROVE WHERE WE TEACH TONIGHT I JOIN THIS COMMUNITY'S
LONGSTANDING CALL FOR A PRIVATE ISLAND WIDE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT OF ALL DOE SCHOOLS AND THE
CONSISTENT ANNUAL APPROPRIATION TO MAKE IT SO LAST YEAR I CALLED ON THIS BODY TO USE THE
AUTHORITY ONLY IT HAS TO TRANSFORM DOE'S PROCUREMENT SYSTEM INTO ONE THAT WORKS INSTEAD OF
ROLLING UP THEIR SLEEVES AND HONESTLY APPLYING THEMSELVES TO THAT TASK SOME SOUGHT TO CREATE
CRISIS RATHER THAN SOLVE IT TO CLOSE SCHOOLS RATHER THAN CONSTRUCT A REALISTIC AND SAFE
SCHEDULE FOR MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR THANKS TO YOUR BIPARTISAN EFFORT THAT MANUFACTURED
CRISIS WAS AVERTED BUT FOR ALL THAT SOME ON THIS FLOOR SAY DOE CANNOT DO HOW MANY TIMES TIMES
DID THEY PROCLAIM IN A PUBLIC HEARING OR PRESS RELEASE THAT IN 2023 OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
RATE WAS 90.7% 22% HIGHER THAN 10 YEARS AGO AND RECENTLY DESPITE SO MANY CHALLENGES A SCHOOL
SYSTEM HANDCUFFED BY BROKEN PROCUREMENT LAWS AND BUREAUCRACY ONE FULL WASC ACCREDITATION
FOR SIX YEARS TO EVERY TEACHER AND ADMINISTRATOR COUNSELOR SCHOOL AIDE MEMBER OF SUPPORT
STAFF AND PARENTS YOU DID THESE THINGS AND YOU DESERVE OUR THANKS WHILE WE ARE AT IT LET'S DO
ONE THING MORE BEFORE THE YEAR IS OUT LET US FIND A WAY TO REUNIFY INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS WE ARE
ONE GUAM AND OUR CHILDREN ARE ELEVATED WITH MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO PLAY AND COMPETE AGAINST
ONE ANOTHER I KNOW THAT THOSE OF US IN THIS CHAMBER TONIGHT SHARES MANY DIFFERENCES OF OPINION
BUT I KNOW NOTHING SHOULD UNITE US MORE THAN KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL
DAILY VISITS TO OUR ISLAND MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS ARE NOW A PART OF GPD'S REGULAR PATROL BEAT
AND POLICE RESERVISTS ARE REGULARLY ASSIGNED TO CAMPUSES OF CONCERN WHEN THE NEED ARISES FROM
SAFER SCHOOLS TO THE FIGHT FOR SAFER STREETS JOSH AND I ARE KEEPING OUR COMMITMENT TO BUILDING
A SAFER GUAM PROPOSING THE CONTINUOUS RECRUITMENT OF NEARLY 100 LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IN
MY FISCAL YEAR 25 BUDGET REQUESTS IT'S WHY WE WORKED WITH THE LATE SENATOR PEDO TERLAJE TO
CREATE A NEW PUBLIC SAFETY RETIREMENT AGE MAINTAIN SALARY INCREASES GOING FORWARD AND IT'S
WHY I ASK THIS BODY TO CONSIDER GRANTING GREATER ANNUAL LEAVE ACCRUAL TO LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS WHEN IT'S YOUR JOB TO SAVE LIVES OR PLACE YOUR OWN LIFE IN HARM'S WAY YOU DESERVE THE
TIME OFF TO REST RESET AND GET BACK BACK TO WORK FINALLY I ALSO ASK THIS BODY TO CONTINUE PACE
WITH INCREMENTS IN PUBLIC SAFETY A SALARY INCREASE MEANS NOTHING IF IT IS ERODED BY YEARS OF
MISSED ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS I BELIEVE OUR PROPOSITION TO FUTURE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IS FAIR
WE WILL GIVE YOU GOOD WAGES REGULAR INCREMENTS AN EARLY RETIREMENT AGE AND AMPLE TIME OFF
WITH YOUR FAMILIES BUT GOING FORWARD WE WILL EXPECT SOMETHING MORE OF NEW RECRUITS IF WE TRAIN
YOU FOR A CAREER IN LAW ENFORCEMENT WE WILL ASK YOU TO SIGN ON TO A MINIMUM THREE-YEAR
COMMITMENT TO SERVE THE AGENCY YOU TRAINED WITH SHOULD YOU LEAVE GOVERNMENT SERVICE EARLY
YOU WILL BE ASKED TO REPAY THE PRO-RATED SHARE OF YOUR TRAINING COST WE RESPECT YOUR RIGHT TO
ADVANCE AND DO MORE WITH THE SKILLS YOU'VE LEARNED FOR FREE BUT THIS OPPORTUNITY DOES NOT COME
WITHOUT A COST AND IT SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO WANT IT AFTER YOU LEAVE IN AN AGE OF
VIRAL POST AND MESSAGING APPS THE CRIME WE ONLY READ ABOUT IN THE PAPER YEARS AGO FOLLOWS US
TO BED AS WE SCROLL AT NIGHT ALTHOUGH DRUG RELATED ARRESTS ARE UP AND WE HAVE CONFISCATED
MORE METH THAN OUR PREDECESSORS THE DRUG RATED CRIME ON OUR STREET IS UNACCEPTABLE AND THE
OVERWHELMING NUMBER OF REFERRALS TO OUR CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES DIVISION REVEALS THAT TOO
MANY OF OUR HOMES ONCE SAFE PLACES ARE VULNERABLE TO ADDICTION AND ABUSE ADDICTION THAT HAS
PARENTS CHOOSING TO FEED THEIR DRUG HABIT RATHER THAN FEED THEIR CHILDREN I WAS A NURSE LONG
BEFORE I WAS YOUR GOVERNOR I KNOW FIRSTHAND THAT THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY DRUGS AND THEIR
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DEALERS IS MEASURED IN HUMAN LIVES AND WASTED DREAMS UNFORTUNATELY THE EVIDENCE SHOWS WE
CAN'T JUST PUNISH OUR WAY OUT OF DRUG RELATED CRIMES A MORE EFFECTIVE AVENUE BASED ON EVIDENCE
WOULD BE TO EXPAND REHABILITATION EFFORTS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF A SUCCESSFUL REHABILITATION
PROGRAMS IS ROBERT DAMES WITHOUT IT HE BELIEVES HE WOULD NOT BE WHERE HE IS TODAY MENTORING
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION INMATES GOING THROUGH THE SAME STRUGGLES HE WENT THROUGH FOR MANY
YEARS HE VOLUNTEERED WITH PRISON MINISTRY ROBERT IS NOW EMPLOYED WITH THE RESIDENTIAL
SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT PROGRAM AT BEHAVIORAL HEALTH HE IS HERE WITH US TONIGHT THANK YOU
ROBERT FOR BEING SUCH AN INSPIRATION AND BECAUSE JOSH AND I BOTH KNOW THAT ISSUES OF ADDICTION
ARE OFTEN COUPLED WITH CHALLENGES OF HOMELESSNESS AND ABUSE ONE MULTI-UNIT APARTMENT
COMPLEX IS BEING PREPARED TO FUNCTION AS TRANSITION HOUSING IN OUR ONGOING EFFORT AND AN
EMERGENCY DROP IN SHELTER WILL FOLLOW SOON AFTER CLEARLY THERE'S MORE DEMAND FOR TREATMENT
SERVICES THAN OUR CAPACITY CAN MEET THIS IS WHY CAPTURING EVERY DOLLAR OWED TO CUSTOMS AND
QUARANTINE IS SO VITAL MORE REVENUE MEANS MORE K-9’S INSPECTION EQUIPMENT AND OFFICERS TO
HARDEN OUR PORT AGAINST DRUG SMUGGLERS AND OTHER BAD ACTORS CUTTING OFF SUPPLY AND
PREVENTING ADDICTION BEFORE IT BEGINS TO DO THIS WE ARE AGGRESSIVELY PURSUING A NEW AUTOMATED
SYSTEM FOR CUSTOMS DATA AT OUR PORT THIS TOOL WILL HELP US IMPROVE SECURITY AND FIGHT
CORRUPTION BY ENHANCING TRANSPARENCY AND STREAMLINING CARGO CONTROL TRANSIT AND CLEARANCE
OF GOODS INTO OUR ISLAND AS WE WORK THROUGH THIS MULTIFACED PROJECT THE GOAL IS FOR TECHNOLOGY
TO PROPERLY CAPTURE DATA DATA DUTIES AND REVENUE WHICH WE CAN DEPLOY IN OUR FIGHT AGAINST
DRUGS GUAM HAS LONG BEEN A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE FROM EVERY CREED AND CULTURE COULD MAKE A
HOME BUT FOR SO MANY THE COST OF NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION IS STILL TOO HIGH THE SHORTAGE OF
SKILLED WORKERS IS A MAJOR DRIVER OF THIS COST THIS IS WHY WE'VE WORKED AT BOTH NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL LEVELS TO ENSURE THAT THE NUMBER OF SKILLED LABORS ON ISLAND NOW EXCEEDS 5,000 A
FIGURE THAT HAS NOT BEEN ACHIEVED ON GUAM SINCE THE CONSTRUCTION BOOM OF THE 1980S AS SKILL
LABOR INCREASES AT RECORD RATES SO WILL OUR HOUSING INVENTORY BE EXPECTED TO RISE WE'VE ALSO
ISSUED MILLIONS IN MORTGAGE AND RENTAL ASSISTANCE HELPING MANY STAY IN THE HOMES THEY ALREADY
HAVE STILL TOO MANY WORKING FAMILIES EVEN THOSE WITH GOOD JOBS AND GREAT CREDIT CANNOT AFFORD
TO BUILD OR BUY A HOME SO WE NEED TO ACCOMPLISH THREE THINGS FIRST MAINTAIN AND IF POSSIBLE
INCREASE THE RELIABLE STREAM OF LABOR NECESSARY TO KEEP PACE WITH THE DEMAND FOR CONSTRUCTION
IN THE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS SECOND BECAUSE OUR RISING COST OF HOUSING IS DIRECTLY RELATED
TO FEDERAL POLICY ITSELF GUAM MUST SEEK A GREATER ALLOCATION OF FEDERAL TAX CREDITS DIRECTED
TOWARD THE CONSTRUCTION OF AFFORDABLE HOME DEVELOPMENT AND THIRD WE MUST REVIEW AND
RECONSIDER ANY LOCAL OR FEDERAL POLICY WHICH NEEDLESSLY IMPEDES GROWTH OR HAMPERS
RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IS LEADING THE EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT OUR
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES REGARDING RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT ARE COMMON SENSE EASILY UNDER
UNDERSTOOD AND REALISTIC WE CAN AND WILL STRIKE AN APPROPRIATE BALANCE BETWEEN PROTECTING
OUR ENVIRONMENT AND ENSURING EVERY FAMILY IN GUAM HAS THE CHANCE AT A SAFE AFFORDABLE PLACE
TO CALL HOME BUT WE ALSO KNOW THAT HOME IS ABOUT THE COMMUNITIES IN WHICH WE LIVE FOR THIS
REASON THE WORK WE DO WITH OUR VILLAGE MAYORS IS ESSENTIAL WE KNOW YOU UNDERSTAND YOUR
VILLAGE NEEDS BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE IT'S WHY EVERY VILLAGE RECEIVED $100,000 TO ADD TO TYPHOON
MAWAR RECOVERY EFFORTS AND THE VILLAGE SAW FIT IT'S WHY WE DEPLOYED 600,000 IN VILLAGE CHILD
CARE GRANTS REFURBISHED 15 VILLAGE BASKETBALL COURTS REPAIRED MILES OF VILLAGE ROADS
REHABILITATED DECADE OF OLD FLOODING ZONES IN BARRIGADA AND AGAT 1T IS WHY THE DEDEDO POOL IS
OPEN FOR BUSINESS RIGHT NOW AND WHY ADMISSION TO THE POOL WILL BE FREE THROUGH APRIL 30TH FROM
COVID TO MAWAR I KNOW TIMES HAVE NOT BEEN EASY FOR ANYONE LET ALONE OUR MAYORS AND VICE
MAYORS BUT OUR ACTIONS PROVE THAT YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE A PARTNER IN US AS I SPEAK TO YOU
TONIGHT THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF GUAM'S ARMY AND AIR NATIONAL GUARD ARE DEPLOYED TO PLACES
OF POTENTIAL CONFLICT IN LANDS FAR AWAY THE SAME IS TRUE OF THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN THE RESERVE
AND ACTIVE DUTY REGARDLESS OF THEIR BRANCH OF SERVICE THEY DO NOT SERVE ALONE THEY TAKE WITH
THEM THE PRAYERS THE ANXIETIES AND BEST HOPES OF EVERYONE THEY LOVE AND TO CARE FOR THEM WHEN
THEY RETURN IS OUR SACRED DUTY IT IS WHY WE CALLED FOR EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING FOOTPRINT OF
OUR COMMUNITY BASED OUTPATIENT CLINIC OR CBOC AND YET YES IT IS WHY I AM SO PASSIONATE ABOUT
COLLOCATING OTHER VETERAN SERVICES AT A STATE-OF THE-ART MEDICAL COMPLEX AT EDA AGAGA BECAUSE
OUR VETERANS AND ALL OF OUR PEOPLE DESERVE A CONTINUUM OF HEALTHCARE I KNOW THAT WE MAY NOT
REACH ALL OF OUR GOALS IN THE LIFETIME OF THIS ADMINISTRATION NOR WILL I PROMISE THAT OUR JOURNEY
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WILL BE EASY BUT I DO KNOW THIS WE MUST HAVE SERIOUS PUBLIC POLICY AIMED AT EXPANDING
HEALTHCARE COVERAGE AND LOWERING THE COST OF HEALTH INSURANCE FOR THOSE STRUGGLING TO
AFFORD IT NOW WE NEED A TRANSFORMATION IN EDUCATION AND A PROCUREMENT LAW THAT PRIORITIZES
OUTCOMES OVER DELAY YES HOMES NEED TO BE AFFORDABLE AND THE PRODUCTS ON OUR SHELVES COST TOO
MUCH WITHOUT QUESTION THERE IS TOO MUCH VIOLENCE IN OUR STREETS AND TOO LITTLE HOPE FOR THOSE
STRAPPED IN GENERATIONAL POVERTY BUT I CANNOT DO THIS WORK ALONE AND YOUR IDEAS MUST BE
GREATER THAN SIMPLY OPPOSING MINE SO TONIGHT I SAY THIS SENATORS SEND ME REAL PUBLIC POLICY
POLICY ON WHICH WE CAN FIND COMMON GROUND AND SHARE COMMON HOPE SEND ME A LAND USE PLAN SO
WE CAN BUILD THE FUTURE WELL LET'S FUND THE LAND BANK SO WE CAN MAKE ELIGIBLE FAMILIES WHOLE
AGAIN SEND ME PLANS TO BUILD NEW PRECINCTS AND FIGHT THE TRUE CAUSES OF CRIME SHOW ME NEW AND
INNOVATIVE PUBLIC POLICY TO COMBAT INFLATION CAPTURE MORE REVENUE AND EXPAND OUR ECONOMY
AND IN THIS TERM LET US CONSTRUCT A NEW HOSPITAL IN A LOCATION THAT FOSTERS GROWTH AND PROGRESS
FOR OUR ISLAND IF WE START WITH RESPECT AND ALWAYS REMEMBER THE PEOPLE WHO SENT US HERE IF WE
FOCUS ON COMMON GROUND ACKNOWLEDGING THAT WE CAN ALWAYS DISAGREE BETTER GUAM'S FUTURE
WILL STAY BRIGHT AND A BETTER TOMORROW WILL ALWAYS CALL US FORWARD MADAM SPEAKER I OFFER MY
HAND IN THE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AND DIPLOMACY SO THAT WE CAN WORK TOGETHER IN THE BEST
INTEREST OF OUR PEOPLE GOD BLESS GUAM AND SI YU'OS MA'ASE'.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: BIBA MES CHAMORU 1 SHARE THIS WITH YOU MY COLLEAGUES BEAUTIFUL WE NOW CALL
ON NOW CALL ON REVEREND FATHER HORNORIO RON PANGAN JR. TO DELIVER THE BENEDICTION LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN PLEASE REMAIN STANDING.

REV. FR. PANGAN JR.: IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AMEN GRACE
GRACIOUS LORD WE THANK YOU FOR THE WISDOM BESTOWED UPON OUR GOVERNOR DURING THE STATE OF
THE ISLAND ADDRESS TO ALL THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO ALL THE FUTURE PLANS BLESS HER AND ALL OUR
ISLAND LEADERS AS WE DEPART MAY YOUR BLESSING SHOWER UPON THIS LAND OUR HOME GRANT OUR
LEADERS CHARITY IN ONE'S HEART COMPASSION AND MERCY AND A SENSE OF SERVICE TO SERVE YOUR PEOPLE
AS ONEMAY YOUR DIVINE LIGHT GUIDE US TOWARDS UNITY PROSPERITY PEACE AND LOVE FOR YOUR GREATER
GLORY IN YOUR HOLY NAME WE ONLY SEEK YOUR LOVE AND MERCY UPON US ALL TONIGHT BLESS ALL OUR
FAMILIES AND FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES IN OUR ISLAND OUR HOME THE LORD BE WITH YOU AND WITH YOUR
SPIRIT AND MAY ALMIGHTY GOD BLESS YOU THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT GO IN PEACE.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: PLEASE BE SEATED MAJORITY LEADER SENATOR SHELTON YOU ARE RECOGNIZED.

SENATOR SHELTON: S/ YU'OS MA'ASE' MADAM SPEAKER I MOVE TO RISE FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
AND ADJOURN TODAY'S SESSION SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF THE SPEAKER.

SPEAKER TERLAJE: THERE'S BEEN A MOTION TO RISE FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AND ADJOURN
TODAY'S SESSION SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF THE SPEAKER AS A REMINDER THOUGH TOMORROW WE WILL
RECONVENE IN AN EMERGENCY SESSION AT 9:00 A.M. ON THE MOTION TO ADJOURN SUBJECT TO CALL OF THE
SPEAKER IS THERE ANY OBJECTION SEEING NO OBJECTIONS THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION IS ADJOURNED SUBJECT
TO THE CALL OF SPEAKER SI YU'OS MA'ASE' TODUS.

END
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PROGRAM

INTRODUCTION OF THE GOVERNOR AND FIRST (GENTLEMAN

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
Guam National Guard

NATIONAL ANTHEM AND GUAM HYMN
Kamille Topasna Morrison

INIERESI
'1he Honorable Chris Barnett, Senator

INVOCATION
Rev. Fr. Honorio “Ron” Pangan ]r., Parochial Vicar,
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church

STATE OF THE ISLAND ADDRESS
W

THE HoNORABLE LOURDES A. LEON (GUERRERO
MAGA’HAGAN GUAHAN

BENEDICTION
Rev. Fr. Honorio “Ron” Pangan |r., Parochial Vicar,
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church

MoTION TO RISE / ADJOURN
The Honorable Amanda L. Shelton, Senator
Legislative Secretary / Majority Leader

Musical accompaniment provided by Guam Territorial Band
A.S.L. Service provided by Mrs. Kirsten Rosario
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The Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero
Maga’hdgan Gudhan
2024 State of the Island Address
Guam Congress Building
March 05, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

INTRODUCTION

Lieutenant Governor Josh Tenorio, Madame Speaker Therese Terlaje, Chief Justice Robert
Torres, Delegate Jim Moylan, members of the Diplomatic Corp, senators of the 37th Guam
Legislature, President of the Mayor’s Council Jesse Alig, Rear Admiral Huffman, Mayors and
Vice Mayors, First Gentleman Jeff Cook, distinguished guests, family, friends—and most
importantly... To the people of Guam.

Six years ago, Josh and I asked you to join us in a movement for change.
And...predictably, the old voices of doubt and skepticism rose to meet us...
They said:

That our goals were too ambitious...

That our plans were too optimistic...
And that our deepest hopes for Guam’s future were too far beyond our reach...

They said our plan to pay war reparations to Guam’s Greatest Generation would never work...

—and yet our Administration delivered...

They challenged the way we prioritized federal funds within my discretion—never fully realizing
that approximately $200 million went to help individuals, small businesses, and the public at

large...

And when I promised that shared sacrifice and hard choices would see Guam through a global

pandemic—they said our political demise was guaranteed...

But... those of us who believed in Guam pushed forward and worked anyway...

And, with thanks to the People of Guam—the Leon Guerrero-Tenorio Administration remains

steadfast on your behalf.

Despite a world still wounded by the pandemic, a global battle with the tyranny of inflation, and
our first major typhoon in over 20 years, we recovered with an economy that grows stronger

every day...
We delivered five consecutive fiscal years of General Fund surpluses...

Tax refunds are out in an average of three weeks...
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Our Rainy Day account has real cash in it... unemployment is down to 4.1%, private sector
weekly wages are up 11%, nearly 2,000 private sector jobs were created in the last year
alone—and more people—not less are participating in the job market compared to a year before...

INVESTED IN YOU

We know things are nowhere near perfect...

We still face challenges...

We still contend with problems that have plagued us for years...

And change never happens as quickly as some think it magically should...

But... teachers, nurses, law enforcement officers, government attorneys, and hardworking public
sector employees—all have a little more in their pockets because we made valuing their work a
priority...

We’ve made it possible for a single mom, bone tired after work and school... to rest assured that
she can keep her goals in sight-knowing that our childcare program will keep her kids in a
daycare she can trust...

In fact, to date, we have invested a historic $70 million to improve the quality of childcare, to
help childcare businesses expand, and to increase the availability of that childcare for more
working families...

Through our innovative Prugraman Pinilan, we not only invested in traditional child care, we
expanded that investment to relative care—paying qualified relatives to care for the kids in their
families.

Moreover...

We’ve made workforce investments that allow a young person who didn’t quite get the hang of
world history or trigonometry to now bring home a decent income as a certified HVAC
technician because of our partnerships with the Guam Registered Apprenticeship Program, the
GCA Trades Academy, and GCC...

We’ve built a public safety system so that a grandfather experiencing chest pains late at night can
finally call a state-of-the-art 911 system that saves lives.

And...for the first time, we’ve trained nearly two dozen certified paramedics so that when you
do call 911, your loved one can receive life-saving care in the field... something I have wanted
for Guam since I returned home in 1980.
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Madame Speaker, thanks to the unrelenting faith of our people... Thanks to those who believe
in Guam... I am proud to report... that the State of our Island is strong, and our future is
bright.

Without question, I address you tonight at a time of great opportunity and challenge...

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

For the first time in 22 years, Guam’s general obligation bonds are investment grade. This means
that if we stay the course, our future investments in schools, roads, vital infrastructure, and, yes -
a hospital - will cost taxpayers less.

It also means that the world’s best financial minds—people with years of experience and billions
of dollars on the line—reviewed the facts, reconciled the numbers, and they, too, believe in the
progress achieved under our financial management...

To my Fiscal Team, the men and women who help me keep a steady hand on the ship of state:
You have been met on this floor by unwarranted criticism and disrespect unbecoming of our
island’s culture...

You’ve been wrongly accused of not being transparent despite the growing number of mandated
financial reports sent to this body monthly...

But you kept the faith. You did your work. And we are better for it...

Now, we know a government that does better financially... only means something if the people
we serve can:

Find more economic opportunity...
Feel safe in their homes...
And live secure knowing that we can care for them in sickness and age.

That is what I want to focus on with you tonight... how we can—by our mutual effort-make this
island paradise a place where everyone can successfully raise a family... and we can ensure that
those who struggle are never left behind...

ATT EY GENERAL

I know that sometimes government can be adversarial, and the system of checks and balances by
which we operate can make us feel like we are governed more by jungle rules than the rule of
law...

Last week was one of those times...
With no warning to the impacted agencies, vendors, or taxpayers, the Attorney General, pending

guidance by the courts, withdrew from his Organic Act responsibility to represent nearly two
dozen GovGuam agencies...
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Left unresolved, critical departments will lack the basic legal guidance they need to operate...

No legal help for the home of the Sharks still waiting on a construction management contract for
a new Simon Sanchez High School...

No legal advice on the issuance of complex development permits...

Potentially no contracts issued for lifesaving equipment, drugs, adult daycare, or behavioral
health intake services...

And millions in federal grants potentially lost or at risk— simply because Guam’s Chief Legal
Officer - our AG - has chosen to abandon his Organic Act Responsibility.

This cannot be what prior legislators or the Organic Act intended.
This must be resolved quickly...if not in the courts, then on this floor...

We must all work together to ensure that one public official’s decision not to do his job does not
keep the rest of us from doing ours...

People will suffer from your actions, Mr. AG.

Senators, I want you to know that my first call after receiving the AG’s letter last week was to
Speaker Terlaje. We both agreed that this paralyzing move by the Attorney General’s Office
would be disastrous for our people.

Madame Speaker, I am counting on your leadership in this body to help us resolve this serious
issue...

To ensure that progress in the lives of working people, in business, and the economy moves
forward despite any and all attempts to destabilize it.

As tourism heals around the world and here at home, we acknowledge that in the next year alone,
DOD is expected to award over $2 billion in Guam as Congress deliberates the appropriations
bill.

But managing this level of growth to the benefit of the people of Guam and the security of the
nation demands coordination at the highest level...

Thanks to my recent meeting with DoD Deputy Secretary Kathleen Hicks, Guam’s need for
infrastructure support in and outside the fence has been heard at the highest levels.

To that end ... Undersecretary of the Navy Eric Raven has been appointed the first-ever Civilian
Senior Defense Official for Guam...



APPENDIX 2-EMBARGOED 2024 SOTI 3.5.24.

This grants us streamlined access to all branches of service, ensuring coordinated efforts and
involvement in key decisions with regard to the buildup and other federal issues...

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
As federal investments surge...

More than ever, the competition for skilled employees is fierce, and our best employers are
willing to train anyone with a good attitude and a willingness to work hard.

We can show you new ladders out of poverty and into economic opportunity. But only you can
climb them.

Thanks to the work of the Department of Labor, we more than doubled the number of
participants in the Guam Registered Apprenticeship Program in 2023 and even more growth is
expected in the years to come.

The agency also launched the Year-Round In-School Youth Program for high school Juniors and
Seniors, providing students with paid summer internship opportunities within the private sector.

Prior to their summer internships, students participate in workshops during scheduled breaks to
prepare them for work. This program has already seen success. An average of 80 to 100 students
participate per session, and some employers have directly hired their former interns.

And we have gone even further...

UOG’s School of Engineering, the Margaret Perez Hattori-Uchima School of Health Nursing
Annex, and the Water and Environmental Research Institute are expected to be completed in
2025...allowing us to produce more home-grown engineers, more nurses, and local
environmental experts.

ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION

To fan the spark of entrepreneurship and strengthen the results of small business startups, we
stood behind incubator programs like GUMA, which experienced a standout year in 2023 and
helped over 70 small businesses bring their products to market.

Our administration also worked aggressively to deliver results on the promise of additive
manufacturing and data hub management on Guam. Recently DoD agreed to a multi-million
dollar partnership focused on additive manufacturing for ship and submarine parts...our vision is
becoming a reality for Guam, bringing more economic opportunities for our people...

In partnership with NAVFAC and the Colorado School of Mines, we have begun a three-phase
process to meet operational goals and build the skills to make this industry sustainable here in
our corner of the Pacific.



APPENDIX 2-EMBARGOED 2024 SOTI 3.5.24.

In another major leap forward, Google has partnered with Guam to lay sun sea cables which will
strengthen our connection to the internet and make us a vital data node in this
region...connecting the northern and central Pacific to Asia and to the U.S. mainland. This
innovative technology will open up partnership opportunities for our local businesses...

But no economy can move confidently into the future if our families and businesses lack reliable
power in their homes and places of work.

PROCUREMENT OF RELIABLE POWER
At present, Guam can generate about 272 megawatts of electricity. According to GPA this is
enough to meet today’s needs because demand is lower earlier in the year when things are cooler.

But as we approach Summer and demand increases, we will be left with just 12 megawatts of
additional generation capacity—risking load shedding when we can least afford it.

To address this need before it arises, GPA issued Emergency Procurement to provide additional
megawatts of generation capacity in time for the summer...

We are here in large part because again and again, losing bidders protested vital procurements,
often without merit, in order to force automatic stays on projects until they were years out of date
or could no longer be accomplished.

I urge this body to strongly reconsider the automatic stay provision in our procurement code -
especially for projects essential to our economy, safety, and infrastructure.

Procurements should be stayed on the basis of legal merit - not simply because someone lost a
bid. And specific timelines should be set for the resolution of protests. We cannot have a
one-size-fits-all approach to the procurement stay process...

NEW FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM
While we do our part to modernize our power system, we must also modernize critical
technology government-wide.

For over 30 years, Governors of both parties have stood before you, promising the deployment of
a new Financial Management Information System.

Tonight, I can report that we have delivered a new FMIS...

As with any major change, we are sure to encounter some bumps in the road...and our personnel
will need continuous training in order to realize the full benefits of this new system...

It will provide our taxpayers with faster processing of financial data, increased reliability, and
increased transparency.



APPENDIX 2-EMBARGOED 2024 SOTI 3.5.24.

Madame Speaker, clearly Guam can accomplish so much more with partnership and
cooperation...

HOSPITAL/MEDICAL COMPLEX
Last year, I stood in this chamber asking you to authorize a long-term lease for the construction
of a new hospital and medical complex at Eagles Field.

To oppose that effort, some members of this chamber relied on the false claim that Eagles Field
could—or would-be returned to its original landowners—even when federal law explicitly
prevented that outcome.

One year later, Eagles Field remains in the federal land inventory, federal law remains
unchanged, and original landowners are still waiting on that promise...

Shortly after time lapsed for this body to authorize the lease of Eagles Field, I proposed a second
site for our medical complex...Eda Agaga...

And without missing a beat, the same corners of opposition and divide once again said change
was unnecessary, or this new site wouldn’t work.

Our hospital challenges must be looked at in two ways: the actual facility, and management and
operations.

Some of you have said we cannot build a new hospital until we fix the current hospital. Building
a new hospital IS fixing the current hospital. We are well aware that GMH is nearing the end of
its life span - no matter how much money we pour into it - and we must build a new facility.

The delay of course, is in the selection of the site. Bill 185, barely passed by this body, would put
a new hospital on a site that will not and cannot meet the expanded healthcare needs of our
future, and it will come back to haunt us.

It is a site that sits on a seismic faultline, which creates a financial investment risk acknowledged
by our bond underwriters and would greatly prohibit and restrict access to the capital market.

Lastly, this bill denies our people any other potential site location by mandating that a hospital
can only be built in Tamuning. Rarely if ever, in my lifetime has a legislature passed a statute so
restrictive regarding the construction of such a vital facility.

Senators, I can assure you - this disagreement is not about me or that it has to be my way or no
way. It is about my conclusion as Governor, after input, study, research, and exploration of other
sites, that YPAO is not the right location.

We are planning in the interest of an improved healthcare system for our people 5, 10, 20 years
from now. With all of the opportunities for economic growth that I just outlined, it is simply
short-sighted and unrealistic to build a hospital in a place where there is no room for the future
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expansion of medical services our people will surely need. My strong conviction and my
sincerest opinion is that we need to build a hospital with forward-thinking — locating it in a space
that can house a Medical Center and accommodate the growth that will happen - and in fact, is
already happening - on our island. It is literally our job to plan for Guam’s future healthcare
needs - and yes, to manage the current ones...

With regard to GMH’s current management and operational challenges, we are in active
discussions with off-island experts to assess operations, including the financial system and
revenue cycle. Lillian recognizes the need to partner with private healthcare experts to address
our healthcare personnel shortages and the financial stability of the hospital.

While GMH’s issues are not unique... healthcare is about more than just hospitals...

SELF-INSURED GOVGUAM
Last year, [ announced a major change to our health insurance landscape...

To contain the rising cost of health insurance, save taxpayer dollars, and improve member
outcomes... the government of Guam would self-insure medical, dental, and pharmaceutical
coverage...

If you read the paper after that announcement or listened to talk radio, you might have thought
the sky was falling... or even imagined the end of days...

But here we are...

The sky is intact...

The government is completely self-insured...

We are containing the cost of premiums...

Doctors are still seeing patients, and they are being paid to provide care...

And pharmacists are dispensing medication and making a living—-proving once again that
betting against Guam and our people is a risky proposition...

We’ve made healthcare progress in other ways as well.

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

To address our island’s mental health needs... Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center’s
innovative policies have led to partnerships with key stakeholders like the University of New
Mexico and WICHE to establish a Psychiatric Medical Residency program and a clinical
psychology internship program, with the end goal of being able to hire more psychiatrists and
psychologists.

If you have a child with autism, Behavioral Health is partnering with community organizations
to provide evidence-based parent training and Applied Behavioral Analysis services for children
with autism spectrum disorders. With Child Care Development Funds, we are expanding our
ability to provide these valuable services, a gold standard of care for the autism community. Now
we can help keep families here instead of forcing them off island.



APPENDIX 2-EMBARGOED 2024 SOTI 3.5.24.

CAREER CONNECTED LEARNING & FACILITIES

As we think boldly and move aggressively to expand economic opportunity and transform
healthcare on Guam—we know that real and honest change must also take hold at the
Department of Education.

Education is the lifeline to our future success... and the opportunity to earn a college degree
should belong to everyone willing to work for it...

But not everyone who goes to school wants a university education...

This is why I am calling on Dr. Swanson and the board of education to transform our K-12
educational curriculum to allow for more in-school, skill-based training that allows willing
students to start on a career upon graduation.

Career Connected Learning—much like the work we are already doing with GCC and GCA, is
about every student having access to hands-on learning opportunities that lead to a future career
they choose for themselves...

In short, the classes we grew up with...
Woodworking—automotive—hospitality and more, return to become the foundation of skills so
many need to build a career...

While we seek change in the way we teach, we know that we must dramatically improve where
we teach...

Tonight, I join this community’s longstanding call for a private island-wide maintenance contract
of all DOE schools and the consistent annual appropriation to make it so...

Last year, I called on this body to use the authority only it has to transform DOE’s procurement
system into one that works...

Instead of rolling up their sleeves and honestly applying themselves to that task—some sought to
create crisis rather than solve it— to close schools rather than construct a realistic and safe
schedule for maintenance and repair...

Thanks to your bipartisan effort, that manufactured crisis was averted.
But for all that, some on this floor say DOE cannot do, how many times did they proclaim in a
public hearing or press release that in 2023, our high school graduation rate was 90.7%—22%

higher than ten years ago...

And recently, despite so many challenges, a school system handcuffed by broken procurement
laws and bureaucracy won full WASC accreditation for six years....
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To every teacher and administrator, counselor, school aide, member of support staff, and
parent—you did these things—and you deserve our thanks...

While we are at it, let’s do one thing more...before the year is out, let us find a way to reunify
interscholastic sports. We are one Guam...and our children are elevated with more opportunities
to play and compete against one another...

PUBLIC SAFETY

I know that those of us in this Chamber tonight share many differences of opinion, but I know

nothing should unite us more than keeping our children safe...

To achieve this goal, daily visits to our island middle and high schools are now a part of GPD's
regular patrol beat...

And police reservists are regularly assigned to campuses of concern when the need arises.
From safer schools to the fight for safer streets, Josh and I are keeping our commitment to
building a safer Guam, proposing the continuous recruitment of nearly 100 law enforcement

officers in my FY 25 Budget request...

It’s why we worked with the late Senator Pedo Terlaje to create a new public safety retirement
age, maintain salary increases going forward...

And it’s why...
I ask this body to consider granting greater annual leave accrual to law enforcement officers...

When it’s your job to save lives or place your own life in harm’s way, you deserve the time off to
rest, reset, and get back to work...

Finally, I also ask this body to continue pace with increments in public safety—a salary increase
means nothing if it is eroded by years of missed annual adjustments...

I believe our proposition to future law enforcement officers is fair;

We will give you good wages, regular increments, an early retirement age, and ample time off
with your families...

But going forward, we will expect something more of new recruits—-if we train you for a career
in law enforcement, we will ask you to sign on to a minimum three-year commitment to serve

the agency you trained with...

Should you leave government service early, you will be asked to repay the pro-rated share of
your training cost...

10
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We respect your right to advance and do more with the skills you’ve learned for free— but this
opportunity does not come without a cost—and it should be available for those who want it after
you leave...

In an age of viral posts and messaging apps, the crime we only read about in the paper years ago
follows us to bed as we scroll at night...

Although drug-related arrests are up, and we have confiscated more meth than our predecessors,
the drug-related crime on our streets is unacceptable...

And the overwhelming number of referrals to our Child Protective Services division reveals that
too many of our Homes—once safe places, are vulnerable to addiction and abuse—addiction that

has parents choosing to feed their drug habit rather than feed their children.

I was a nurse long before I was your Governor. I know firsthand that the damage caused by drugs
and their dealers is measured in human lives and wasted dreams...

Unfortunately, the evidence shows we can’t just punish our way out of drug-related crime...

A more effective avenue, based on evidence, would be to expand rehabilitation efforts. A prime
example of a successful rehabilitation program is Robert Dames...without it, he believes he
would not be where he is today - mentoring DOC inmates going through the same struggles he
went through. For many years, he volunteered with prison ministry... Robert is now employed
with the Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Program at Behavioral Health. He is here with
us tonight... Thank you, Robert, for being such an inspiration.

And because Josh and I both know that issues of addiction are often coupled with the challenges
of homelessness and abuse— one multi-unit apartment complex is being prepared to function as
transition housing in our ongoing effort...

And an emergency drop-in shelter will follow soon after.

Clearly, there is more demand for treatment services than our capacity can meet. This is why
capturing every dollar owed to customs and quarantine is so vital.

More revenue means more K-9s, inspection equipment, and officers to harden our port against
drug smugglers and other bad actors...

Cutting off supply and preventing addiction before it begins.
To do this...

We are aggressively pursuing a new Automated System for Customs Data at our Port.

11
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This tool will help us improve security and fight corruption by enhancing transparency and
streamlining cargo control, transit, and clearance of goods into our island. As we work through
this multi-phased project, the goal is for technology to properly capture data, duties, and revenue
which we can deploy in our fight against drugs.

COST OF HOUSING

Guam has long been a place where people from every creed and culture could make a home.

But for so many, the cost of new home construction is still too high.

The shortage of skilled workers is a major driver of this cost. This is why we’ve worked at both
national and international levels to ensure that the number of skilled laborers on island now
exceeds 5,000—a figure that has not been achieved on Guam since the construction boom of the
1980s...

As skilled labor increases at record rates so will our housing inventory be expected to rise.

We’ve also issued millions in mortgage and rental assistance, helping many stay in the homes
they already have...

Still, too many working families - even those with good jobs and great credit- cannot afford to
build or buy a home...

So we need to accomplish three things. ...

First maintain, and if possible, increase the reliable stream of labor necessary to keep pace with
the demand for construction in the private and public sectors.

Second, because our rising cost of housing is directly related to federal policy itself, Guam must
seek a greater allocation of federal tax credits directed toward the construction of affordable

home development.

And third, we must review and reconsider any local or federal policy which needlessly impedes
growth or hampers responsible development.

The Lieutenant Governor is leading the effort to ensure that our administrative rules regarding
responsible development are common sense, easily understood, and realistic.

We can and will strike an appropriate balance between protecting our environment and ensuring
every family on Guam has the chance at a safe, affordable place to call home...

MAYORS & VILLAGES
But we also know that home is about the communities in which we live...

For this reason, the work we do with our village mayors is essential...

12
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We know you understand your village needs better than anyone else...

It’s why every village received $100-thousand dollars to add to Typhoon Mawar Recovery
efforts as the village saw fit...

It’s why we deployed $600-thousand in village childcare grants...

Refurbished 15 wvillage basketball courts, repaired miles of village roads, rehabilitated
decades-old flooding zones in Barrigada and Agat...

It is why the Dededo Pool is open for business right now... and why admission to the pool will
be free through April 30th...

From COVID to Mawar, I know times have not been easy for anyone—let alone our Mayors and
Vice Mayors—but our actions prove that you will always have a partner in us.

VETERANS
As I speak to you tonight, the sons and daughters of Guam’s Army and Air National Guard are

deployed to places of potential conflict in lands far away...

The same is true of their counterparts in the reserve and active duty, regardless of their branch of
service.

They do not serve alone...
They take with them the prayers, anxieties, and best hopes of everyone they love...
And to care for them when they return is our sacred duty.

It 1s why we called for expansion of the existing footprint of our Community Based Outpatient
Clinic, or CBOC...

And yes...
It is why I am so passionate about co-locating other veterans services at a state-of-the-art medical
complex at Eda Agaga...because our veterans - and all of our people - deserve a continuum of

healthcare.

CONCLUSION
I know that we may not reach all of our goals in the lifetime of this administration...

Nor will I promise that our journey will be easy...

But I do know this...

13
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We must have serious public policy aimed at expanding health care coverage—and lowering the
cost of health insurance for those struggling to afford it now...

We need a transformation in education and a procurement law that prioritizes outcomes over
delay...

Yes, homes need to be more affordable, and the products on our shelves cost too much...

Without question, there is too much violence in our streets and too little hope for those trapped in
generational poverty.

But I cannot do this work alone...
And your ideas must be greater than simply opposing mine.
So tonight, I say this....

Senators, send me real public policy—policy on which we can find common ground and share
common hope...

Send me a land use plan so we can build the future well...
Let’s fund the land bank so we can make eligible families whole again...
Send me plans to build new precincts and fight the true causes of crime...

Show me new and innovative public policy to combat inflation, capture more revenue, and
expand our economy...

And in this term, let us construct a new hospital in a location that fosters growth and progress for
our island...

If we start with respect and always remember the people who sent us here...
If we focus on common ground—acknowledging that we can always disagree better...
Guam’s future will stay bright and a better tomorrow will always call us forward.

Madame Speaker, I offer my hand in the spirit of cooperation and diplomacy so that we can work
together in the best interest of our people....

God bless Guam and Si Y ’'os Ma ase. ..

HiH
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